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Music as Travel

Source Sheet by Joshua Mikutis

Psalms 137:1-4

(1) By the rivers of Babylon, there we
sat, satand wept, as we thought of Zion.
(2) There on the poplars we hung up our
lyres, (3) for our captors asked us there
for songs, our tormentors, for
amusement, “Sing us one of the songs of
Zion.” (4) How can we sing a song of the
LORD on alien soil?
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Rumania, Rumania

Oh! Romania, Romania, Romania ...
Once there was a land, sweet and lovely.
Oh! Romania, Romania, Romania ...

Once there was a land, sweet and fine.
To live there is a pleasure;

Whate'er your heart desires is yours;
Mamaliga, pastrami, sausages,

And a glass of wine, aha ... !
Ay, in Romania life's so good;

No one has a care in the world;
Everywhere they’re drinking wine -
And having a bite of cascaval.

Hay, digadi dam ...
Ay, in Romania life is so good;
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No one has a care in the world.
They drink wine, though it’s late;
And enjoy a plate of pickles.

Hay, digadi dam ...

Oh, my, help, I'm going crazy!

I care only for cheese and mamaliga
I dance and leap to the stars

When I eat a patlazhele.

Dzing ma, tay yidldi tam ...
What a pleasure, what could be better!

Oh, the only delight is Romanian wine.
Romanians drink wine

And eat mamaliga;
And he who kisses his own wife,
Is completely nuts.

Zets, dzing ma, tay yidl di tam ...
“May salvation come from heaven ...

Stop and kiss the cook, Khaye,
Dressed in rags and tatters;
She makes a pudding for the Sabbath.

Zets! Tay ti didl di tam ...
Moyshe Khayim comes along

And takes away the best part;
Moyshe Khayim, Borukh Shmil -
Tickle her on the sly.

Zets! Tay tidl di tam ...
And the girl pouts, alas,

Seems unwilling, but allows it.
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Tshu!
It’s good to kiss a lass

When she’s sweet sixteen;
If she kisses an old man,
She'll only grumble.

Zets! Tay yidl di dam ...

What a pleasure, what could be better!
Oh, the only delight is Romanian wine ...
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Tel Aviv schoolteacher Doctor 1. L. Metman Hacohen altered Imber’s lyrics in 1905, making a
reference to “the ancient hope” more specific: “the two-millennia-old hope.” “To return to the land
of our fathers / to the city where David camped” became “To be a free nation in our land / the land
of Zion and Jerusalem.”- Ilana Ben Zion
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Here among us in the village of Todra

Here among us in the village of Todra in
the heart of the Atlas mountains

They would take the childthat reached the
age of five.

A crown of flowers they would make for
him,

Here among us in the village of Todra.

A crown would be placed on his head
when he reached the age of five.

All the children in the street would invite
him to a big celebration

When he turned five here among us here
in our village of Todra.

Then the "groom" of the celebration(who
turned five in our village of Todra) would
be taken into the synagogue And on a
board made of wood, in honey,

The alphabet from Aleph to Taf would be
written.

And all the honeyed letters would call to
him:

"Dear friend...LICK!"

And so the Torah in his mouth would be
as sweet as the taste of honey,

Here, among us,in our village of Todra in
the heart of the Atlas Mountains.
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